Date

I write to you [name of elected representative] as a concerned citizen, as a member of the Catholic Church and as part of a community served by the Passionist Congregation, a group of Catholic priests, brothers, sisters and laypersons deeply committed to keeping alive the memory of the Passion of Jesus Christ.  In this spirit, I feel compelled to respond to the new United States administration’s executive orders on immigration.  While I affirm the importance of secure borders and condemn the violence committed by any member of our society, I call for policies that reflect the mercy, compassion, and justice of Christ, welcoming the stranger and upholding the inherent dignity of every human person. 

The vast majority of migrants are here simply to flee poverty and oppression, to find safety for themselves and their families, to work, and to survive.  These same migrants now are experiencing families torn apart, cancellations of legitimate asylum cases, no pathways to citizenship, constant fear of deportation, and at greater risk of becoming victims of human trafficking. For them, the ‘American Dream’ has now become a cruel nightmare. 
 
As Catholics, we are called to be in solidarity with Pope Francis and our bishops in their challenge to accompany these brothers and sisters on their journey, seeking security and survival.  People who were following due process and awaiting appointments or hearings have found themselves completely erased from the immigration system. This was their only hope of completing the legal process of immigration. We call on you to meet and hear some of the migrants’ stories, to exercise mercy and compassion toward so many people who are trying to find safety and freedom from oppression. 

Specifically, I urge you to:
•    Call on the United States’ administration to immediately rescind the refugee ban, reverse course on stop-work orders, and oppose other executive orders that target our asylum-seeking and immigrant neighbors and the communities that welcome them.
•    Support legislation and appropriations that uphold decades of precedent for welcoming newcomers – and oppose legislation that further codifies harm to immigrants.
•    Publicly express your support for refugees and humanitarian protections and work collaboratively for a just and humane immigration policy and procedure.

Affirm the growing majority of us who support welcoming refugees. Unambiguously place yourself on the right side of history and work to protect refugees and those who support them.
May we stand together in solidarity with these sisters and brothers in the human family. 


Sincerely,

Name
